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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Winter is an exciting time at Mt Nelson and I hope that you 
enjoy reading about all the events that are a part of College life 
and the many achievements of our students and staff from last 
term. Always a highlight for me is our annual College musical.                          
Singin in the Rain was another fabulous production that showcased 
the outstanding talents of the students, both on stage and working 
backstage, the musicians performing in the orchestra, as well as 
our amazing Performing Arts staff. Congratulations to everyone 
involved in bringing this fun and high-quality show together!

Hobart College is well known for its multiculturalism, regular 
exchange programs and international study tours. We were sad 
to farewell the visiting students from Brazil and Switzerland at 
the end of last term. They had immersed themselves into our 
community and willingly shared their culture and customs with us.  
It was interesting to meet with the group of educational leaders and students from Auburn University, USA, and 
we recently enjoyed hosting the annual study tour from our sister school in Fuzhou, China.   

Students are now well on their way to attaining qualifications for their future careers. Those undertaking vocational 
certificate programs have been gaining valuable experience and on-the-job skills through their industry work 
placements. The Mid Year Assessment Period provided pre-tertiary students with the opportunity to experience 
formal examination conditions and other assessment activities suited to specific subjects. The feedback from 
these assessments will help students identify their strengths and what needs to be done to improve their learning 
before the formal examination period at the end of the year, which is run by the Office of Tasmanian Assessment, 
Standards and Certification (TASC).   

Our Home Group teachers are talking regularly with students about their progress towards attaining the 
Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE), and are discussing strategies to ensure that students are on track 
to achieve their TCE by the end of Year 12. Another main focus in Home Group from now until the end of the 
year is assisting students with their plans for 2020. Year 12 students are preparing for their transition to either 
further study or employment, and teachers are working with our Year 11 students and the Year 10 students in 
our associated schools to help them make informed decisions about course selections for next year. Current 
Year 11 students will be enrolling in subjects for 2020 in the next few weeks and they will be given a printout of 
those subjects to take home to discuss with parents/carers. I encourage you to talk to your young person about 
their plans for next year and if you have any concerns, please make an appointment to speak with one of our 
Student Services counsellors.  

Best wishes to the staff and students going on our annual ski trip later this term and I look forward to seeing 
many of our parents/carers at the next Parent Teacher Evening on Thursday 22 August.                                      

Tracy Siedler, Principal

Parent Teacher 
Evening
Please make a booking to discuss your                           
student’s progress with our friendly and                                                    
supportive teaching staff.

DATE:  Thursday 22 August, 4.00 - 7.00pm
LOCATION:  D Block
Booking information will be mailed home with reports in mid-August.
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TASTE OF COLLEGE FOR YEAR 10

The annual Hobart College Taste of College Day was held in Term 2 and was attended by 630 Year 10 students 
from Dover District School, Huonville High School, Kingston High School, Taroona High School and Woodbridge 
School, and a wide range of other government and independent schools. The sky was clear and the day began 
with a warm welcome in the Auditorium by the Principal, Tracy Siedler, followed by a Home Group session 
which included a tour of the school, hot chocolates and biscuits. Students spent the rest of the day trialling four 
potential subjects for 2020. Popular choices were Art & Photography, Psychology, Glass, Sport and Foods. Lunch 
time was a lively event with a BBQ and a range of activities on offer around the campus including sports in the 
gym, science games, Virtual Reality and a tour of the Sustainability Learning Centre. The day concluded with a 
farewell in the Auditorium as students watched a rolling collage of photos of themselves doing various activities 
throughout their day.  Students were really positive about the vibrant atmosphere created by such an enthusiastic 
and friendly team of Hobart College staff and we look forward to welcoming these students in early 2020.
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Simply Brussel     
 
The veiny leaves
that morph through green 
and hug their neighbours
form the tiny
hot air balloon shadows
that bring doom to the dinner table
of children 

As the vegemite of vegetables
their insides are reduced to 
a bitter bundle of
golden layers, only suitable served with butter,
that angrily screw up
like a child who is refused dessert

And although many meet the thought 
of Brussel-laden plates
with a nostalgic hostility
I welcome the dishes

My sprouts are not bin-worthy
but are the vegetable 
of the lino floored
blue benched
brass hued kitchen
of my grandmother,
where the meals are always hearty
and we dance the nights away.

Molly Hellwege                    

POETRY COMPETITION
Congratulations to the winners of this year’s campus-
wide Poetry Competition, Molly Hellwege – overall 
winner; Tess Harkin and Sorin Vanzino – runners 
up. We received thirty seven entries this year of 
carefully crafted poems from which we shortlisted 
17 to be published on the poetry wall in D Block. In 
choosing Molly’s poem, Simply Brussel, as this year’s 
winner, the judge, Rosalind Walker commented, 
“Molly had all three of her poems selected in the 
top seventeen. Simply Brussel defies its ‘simplicity’. 
It is not only a wonderful description of the 
conflict-inducing Brussel Sprout but also a tender 
evocation of childhoods spent with grandmothers.” 
Congratulations to all poets for their very impressive 
contributions. All seventeen short-listed poems will 
be displayed in the foyer of D Block during August.

ENGLISH CONFERENCE 
During the July holidays, 
English teacher, Ellen Rees, 
attended the NZATE 
(New Zealand Association 
for Teachers of English) 
conference in Queenstown, 
New Zealand. Ellen was 
invited to present a workshop 
based on the writing she has 
been doing for a textbook on 

teaching dystopian fiction. Ellen used the film Mad 
Max: Fury Road as the central text in a discussion 
about attitudes to the natural world and how these 
attitudes have been reinforced through literature. 
This topic was in keeping with the spectacular 
setting of Wakatipu High School, the venue for 
the conference, as well as the conference theme of 
‘Landscapes. Peaks. Perspectives.’  
Ellen loved the four days in New Zealand, with the 
highlights of the conference being a key note speech 
from journalist Toby Manhire as well as a poetry field 
trip on the shore of Lake Wakatipu. The enjoyable 
and uniquely New Zealand conference dinner was 
a cruise across the lake on TSS Earnslaw to Walter 
Peak. While there was snow on the peaks of the 
Remarkable Mountains, New Zealand teachers 
warmly welcomed their Australian colleague.

The Library staff and current book readers welcome you 
to Book Club! It is on at lunchtime on every first and 
third Tuesday of each month and is held in the Library 
Conference Room. Each meeting is about books we have 
read or are starting to read. We talk about what we love 
or dislike about a book and we recommend interesting, 
enjoyable or thought-provoking books to each other.
At every meeting, we share hot drinks and sweets. If you 
want, you can bring along your own sweets to share. We 
encourage readers to 
make drinks and eat, kick 
back and relax during 
Book Club to ensure 
everyone is happy and 
comfortable.
Come along if you want 
to share what you have 
read, participate in lively 
discussions, meet new 
people and recommend 
books to others. It’s 
great fun!
By Michele Ash-Williams
Year 12

BOOK CLUB

Right: Ulrike Loofs-Samorzewski 
wearing her beautiful book dress           
on her way to Book Club

Above L to R: Tess Harkin, Molly Hellwege, Sorin Vanzino
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HOBART COLLEGE WINS 2019 DEBATING SHIELD
On 31 August, Hobart College 1 defeated Elizabeth College 2 in the closely contested Grand 
Final of the Tasmanian Debating Union’s College Competition. Hobart proposed the topic: That 
Australia should distance itself from China. First speaker Bryher McKeown offered a five point 
model to demonstrate how Australia might go about breaking economic and diplomatic ties 

Tess Harkin, Paul Bobenhausen, Ulrike Loofs-Samorewski 
and Miranda Bennett attended the UN Youth National 
Conference in Melbourne in July. The debates were held at 
the Town Hall and Parliament House where 110 delegates 
from the Asia-Pacific region met to discuss issues around 
data security, including a fascinating presentation by a 
member of the Wikileaks organisation. 
Paul proposed the resolution that was discussed by the 
General Assembly: That we should add protections for 
private citizens against corporate use of their identifying 
data. Paul said, “It was great to see a group of engaged 
young people discussing important, albeit sometimes 
depressing, world issues.” Tess reinforced this view, saying 
“The highlight of the conference for me was meeting 
people from all over the region who were passionate 
about issues relevant to young people everywhere.”

Above L to R: Paul Bobenhausen; Bryher McKeown, Tasmin Chilcott

with China. Second speaker Tasmin 
Chilcott expounded further on the 
economic point, with third speaker Paul 

THE  YOUNG DIPLOMATS  TOUR
Congratulations to Tess Harkin and Miranda Bennett 
who have been selected as part of the delegation from 
UN Youth Australia that will travel to Jordan and Israel 
to learn about the role of religion and statehood in 
international affairs. In order to be selected for “The 
Young Diplomats Tour,” Tess and Miranda wrote an essay 
offering their idea of Australia’s stance on the Israel/
Palestine question and a series of written responses 
to a variety of questions. Following this process, thirty 
of the large number of applicants were interviewed to 
narrow the delegation to sixteen. Tess and Miranda will 
be travelling to the Middle East in January 2020.

UNITED NATIONS  YOUTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Above: Tess Harkin, Paul Bobenhausen, Kareem El-Ansary - Youth 
Representative to the UN, Miranda Bennett and Ulrike Loofs-
Samorzewski.

Below L to R: Paul Bobenhausen, Tasmin Chilcott, Bryher McKeown 
and Barney Russell

Bobenhausen picking apart the opposition’s arguments and 
clarifying the affirmative team’s position. Fourth member 
of the team, Barney Russell contributed to the team’s 
case and they were well-supported during preparation 
by Piper O’Grady. Audience members were impressed 
by the quality of the arguments presented by both sides; 
Economics teacher, Matt Dalziel, would have been proud 
of Paul’s explanation of ‘Comparative Advantage’! As 
part of the Shield Presentations, Bryher (pictured above) 
was awarded the coveted ‘Adam Marshall Medal’ for her 
impressive oratory skills during the season. 
It was an excellent year for the Debating Club with 
Hobart College 2 (an all-Year 11 team of Tess Harkin, 
Ruby Weaver-Burns, Imogen Viner and Ella Lord) 
finishing fifth on the ladder, narrowly missing out on the 
finals. Debating Club members have also represented the 
College and the State at UN Youth Conference, National 
Debating Championships and the Evatt Trophy. A special 
thank you to Rosalind Walker and Ellen Rees for their 
support, encouragement and guidance this year.
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At the beginning of the year, all students were provided with an electronic or hard copy of the Course Booklet, 
an outline of the course requirements, and an explanation of the assessment criteria for each course. 

Students are provided, in advance, with the details and assessment criteria of each major assessment task. 
Students should attempt to complete all assignments that are set for the course. If unsure about an assignment/
test, they should seek assistance from the subject teacher. If students do not complete all the work requirements, 
their final award may be affected.

Once the work is completed, submitted and marked, students are provided with a rating against each criterion 
and written and/or oral feedback. It is each student’s responsibility to keep all marked work and assessment 
sheets. 

All students are issued with a progress report in March and a more detailed report in May and August. Students are 
strongly encouraged to discuss progress and particular assessments during the year with their subject teachers.

Opportunities to improve on results will be provided during the year. If a student is not sure why they received 
a particular rating or how they can improve, they need to speak with their teacher.

Students attempting Level 1 and 2 courses will be provided with a copy of their final internal assessments in 
the week prior to the November exam period. This will allow time for them to review their assessments and 
improve upon ratings by the end of the exam period.  Students are asked to sign off on their final internal ratings, 
and if they believe a discrepancy exists, they can request a formal review.

In Level 3 and 4 courses, all students will be provided with a copy of their likely final internal assessments in each 
subject by 25 October which is the Friday prior to the start of the Examination period. 

Process for formal review of Internal Assessment ratings for Students 
• If any student believes a discrepancy exists between the final internal assessments and the ratings they received 

during the year, they can request a formal review of internal assessments. This process is an important aspect 
of ensuring we have the best quality practices and outcomes for students at Hobart College. 

• The first step in the process is to meet with an Assistant Principal (Dawn Cripps, Felix Goward, Wendy Irvine 
or Vanessa Warren) and indicate the intention to seek a review. This must be done by Friday 1 November.

• The Assistant Principal will ensure that the student first seeks a resolution through discussing the matter 
with the teacher who gave the assessment.

• If the student is not satisfied with the outcome of the discussion with the teacher the student will submit a 
Request for Assessment Review form in person to the Assistant Principal by 8 November who will then deal 
with the matter as per the Process for Formal Review. 

For more information about the Student Review process or where to find the Student Assessment Review forms, 
students should look on the College’s Student Intranet, under Announcements. Go to https://hobartcollege-
intranet.education.tas.edu.au/students/Pages/Home.aspx

Students are reminded that the College does not condone 
plagiarism or cheating. All students had the opportunity to 
attend an Academic Integrity assembly during Term 2 to 
refresh their knowledge and understanding of the guidelines.   

For more information, please refer to the TASC Academic 
Integrity guidelines on the TASC website at https://www.tasc.
tas.gov.au/teachers/academic-integrity/  or speak with the 
library staff and classroom teachers. 

ASSESSMENT ADVICE - TASC COURSES

ASSESSMENT ADVICE - VET COURSES
Students undertaking a VET course have been given detailed information regarding the assessment requirements 
and should discuss their progress on the competencies required for the full certificate with their VET teacher.

For further information about assessment for TASC and VET courses, please contact                            
Wendy Irvine, Assistant Principal, Curriculum, at the College.
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A number of Level 3 subjects include an externally assessed folio where students demonstrate their learning 
via extended and carefully crafted pieces of work, rather than under timed exam conditions. The folio may 
be a collection or display of work, an Independent Study on a set topic, or a group project depending on the 
subject requirements. Teachers of folio subjects have informed all students of the folio requirements. These 
are also available on the TASC website at https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/students/years-11-and-12/preparing-
for-exams/folio-assessment/?highlight=folio%20guidelines  Students have also been informed of the need to 
reference appropriately so that they do not commit an act of plagiarism. For more information please see 
the academic integrity guide available at https://www.tasc.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Authenticity-
and-Academic-Integrity-Guide-1.pdf
 

Teachers must authenticate the work as the students’ own by sighting it 
in progress on three occasions, so it is important that students meet 
the drafting deadlines as outlined by their teachers. Submission to TASC 
must be made by the teacher to meet the strict deadlines. Extensions 
for folios can only be given by TASC and a medical certificate is required.  
The request for extension must be made before the advertised deadline. 

External assessment due dates can be found at https://www.tasc.tas.gov.
au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019-External-Assessment-Dates.pdf

It is very important that folios are completed to the best of a student’s ability as the marks directly affect their 
final award. Although some of the work will be completed during class hours, there is generally a significant 
homework component which means that students must organise their time effectively, particularly if they have 
more than one folio-assessed subject.  Please speak with the subject teacher if you have questions.

EXTERNALLY ASSESSED FOLIOS

During Term 2, our College had the privilege of hosting 
Professor Jim Kaminsky, Dean of the School of Education 
at Auburn University in Alabama, USA and some of their 
teachers in training. This is part of a program where they 
are linking with Australian schools and visiting those with 
best practice in progressing education. 

Pictured right is our Principal, Tracy Siedler, with Professor Jim 
Kaminsky and educational leaders and students from Auburn 
University as they toured our College.

EDUCATIONAL TOUR FROM THE USA

As we do every year, Hobart College recently 
hosted students and staff from our sister school in 
China. On their 8th delegation since the program 
started, the Fuzhou Number 8 Middle School came 
to Tasmania for four days of cultural exchange with 
an environmental flavour. They had a wonderful time  
in our naturally beautiful state, and enjoyed trips to 
the Marine Discovery Centre in Woodbridge and 
were amazed and delighted by the native animals at 
Bonorong Park. Staying in local homestays, trying 
new food and attending some classroom sessions  at 
the Sustainability Learning Centre at College made 
their visit an authentic cultural experience. Special 
thanks to College teachers Christena Halliwell and 
Tricia De Jersey who coordinated the program 
during their stay in Hobart.

Pictured left is our Principal, Tracy Siedler, with students 
and staff as they toured our College.

CHINESE SISTER SCHOOL VISIT 
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ARTRAGE
ArtRage is a unique and inspiring 
snapshot into the creative minds of 
talented Tasmanian students at the 
height of their art making abilities. 
This annual exhibition represents 
more than 100 individual works by 
pre-tertiary visual art students from 
schools around the state that studied 
pre-tertiary visual arts in 2018.
Nine students from Hobart College 
were chosen to participate in ArtRage 
2018: Nina Gibson, Declan Hanlon, 
Hugh Johnston, Jamie Kendall, Henry 
Marshall, Ishka McKay, Lilith Pearce, 
Theodore Somssich and Chloe Meffre.
Artists used many mediums and 
processes from analogue photography 
and traditional printmaking techniques 
to sculpture, video animation and 3D 
printing technology. 
The result is an array of beautiful, 
challenging and mature works that 
reflect the importance of the final 
years of secondary education.

ART  TEACHERS’ EXHIBITION

The annual Visual Art staff art exhibition was officially opened by Principal Tracy Siedler at the end of Term 2. 
Titled, A-Team Again, the exhibition is on display in our Little Space Gallery in A Block until the end of August. 
We are so fortunate to have such a diverse and talented Visual Art department who practice what they preach.  
On the walls are paintings, photographs, drawings and sculptures made by our very own Visual Arts team: 
Romany Best, Melanie Breen, Dr Wayne Brookes, Adam Frost, Jack Robert-Tissot, Rosemary Summers and      
Dr Belinda Winkler. Also included are works by our two most recent pre-service teachers, Chanelle Murray 
and Laura Hills. Our College community is very welcome to pop in and view these amazing art works on display.
For all art buffs reading this, please make a note for your diaries: on August 1, Dr Wayne Brookes’ show,             
‘40 Years Of Good Colouring In’, opened at Long Gallery in Salamanca Place. Running until August 12, Wayne 

Tracy Siedler, Principal, pictured above, opening the annual Visual Art Staff Art Exhibition which 
is currently on display in the Little Space Gallery 

Left:  Dr Wayne Brookes, Art Teacher, with his artwork on display

Within #2, glazed ceramic, by Dr Belinda 
Winkler, Art Teacher and ceramics specialist

will be in situ to talk about life, the universe and painting. 
In September, Dr Belinda Winkler will have works on 
show as part of Sydney Contemporary 2019, Australasia’s 
premier art fair. Staged at Carriage Works, Sydney’s 
striking multi-disciplinary arts precinct, the international 
Art Fair welcomes over 90 galleries from around the 
world showcasing the work of over 400 leading and 
emerging artists from more than 12 countries. We 
congratulate Belinda on being invited to showcase her art 
on such a world-renowned stage!

Top Left: Ishka McKay, Untitled, photographic print; Bottom Left: Chloe Meffre, 
Eagle of the Age, mixed media sculpture; Right, Jamie Kendall, Envisioning Fame, 
Escaping Reality, Pushing Limitations, Inside My Mind, photographic quadtych
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GALA OPENING OF SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
The Gala Night for the official opening performance of Singin’ in the Rain was held on 30 May. An oldie-but-a-
goodie, this musical offered everything from bright colours and sing-along songs, to eye catching backdrops and 
solid lead and support performances. Director, Jeff Michel and Musical Director, Simon Cawthorn assembled a 
highly accomplished cast and band with a total of 72 students involved. The talented orchestra comprised current, 
former and soon-to-be students. The leads were double cast with Finlay Underwood and Kip Phillips sharing the 
role of Don Lockwood, Hugh Gable as Cosmo Brown, Kathy Selden’s role was ably performed by Milla Chaffer 
and Gabriella Vavoulas, while Cleo Dudgeon and Emily Mackenzie drew the laughs playing the gratingly endearing 
Lina Lamont. Dance teachers, Angela Barnard and Charlea Edwards were in charge of Choreography, while Sue 
Le Messurier superbly took on the demanding role of overseeing production, including props and costumes. 
Invited guests on Gala Night were impressed with the colour, flair and enthusiasm of the cast and band, and the 
song ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ put a smile on everyone’s faces as the all-time favourite of the show. The musical is a feel 
good love story with some history thrown in and the production was a real celebration of our whole community, 
showcasing our fabulous Performing Arts at HC, capably led by AST Rosalie Kinstler. Huge congratulations to 
the entire musical team! Enjoy the fantastic photos by Simeon Howe on the double spread on the next page.

As part of the Festival of Voices program, vocalists from 
Claremont, Elizabeth, Rosny and Hobart Colleges joined 
forces to present a captivating night of emerging vocal 
talent. Accompanied by tutors Brett Budgeon and Rachel 
Taylor, the concert included a presentation from each 
college, and concluded with a joint collaboration choir 
mentored by professional vocalist and Tasmanian Sings 
conductor, Christie Anderson. Pictured above are some 
of the Hobart College vocal crew who participated.

FESTIVAL OF VOICES

Lucinda Wagner, Alisha Herington, Archie Stevenson, and 
Emma Webb, Production Assistants

Jamie Synnott, Director - Operations, Tracy Siedler 
and Todd Williams, Director - Facility Services

Jeff Michel & playwright    
Alison Mann    

ANZAC APPRECIATIONS
Following the ANZAC Day commemorative 
speech that Amy Rahmanovic gave at the 
Dawn Service, she was presented with a 
certificate of appreciation by Mr Kieran 
Lennard, President of the Hobart RSL Sub-
Branch who came in to the Modern History 
class to speak to the group and present the 
award. Congratuations, Amy!

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES FOR TERM 3

15 Aug    7.00pm Contemporary Music Concert  @ Bright Eyes
25 Aug    TBA HC House Band at Hot August Jazz  @ North Hobart Uniting Church
2 Sept     6.00pm Rock Challenge Southern Heat @ Altar
13 Sept    7.00pm Southern College Wind Ensemble Concert at the Conservatorium Recital Hall
18 Sept    6.30pm End of Year Music Showcase @ Kingborough Community Hub, Kingston
20 Sept    6.00pm Rock Challenge Final @ The Saloon Bar, Launceston
26 Sept    6.30pm Classical Recital @ St George’s Church, Battery Point
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ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE

VET SKILLS FOR WORK AND VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS

Pictured L to R: Joel Coad, Ellen Hutcheon, James Maynard, Connor Fletcher-Jones, Ruby Hargrave

During Term 2, some VET Vocational Pathways and FLEX students completed work experience in local businesses 
including Bunnings, Coles, the Globe Hotel, Salamanca Fresh, Woolworths and Pangarinda Cat Boarding. Students 
spoke of how supportive and encouraging their supervisors were. Two students have successfully gained ongoing 
casual employment and others have potential for future work prospects which is a really positive outcome.       
The local community have been overwhelmingly supportive of having our students for work placements. We 
look forward to sending more students on placements in October to provide further opportunities for students 
to gain work ready skills.

The annual statewide Alliance Française competition 
sees students of French from public and private schools 
compete to find the top candidates across a number of 
language skills. Years 11 and 12 candidates are examined 
in 3 sections: conversation, listening comprehension and 
poetry recital. The competition has two sections: the main 
section is for first time Year 11 and 12 students and the 
Hors Concours section is for students who have either 
spent a prolonged period of time in France, speak French 
at home or who have already achieved an Exceptional 
Achievement award in Level 3 French. Our Hobart College 
students performed outstandingly. Their results are as follows: 
LEVEL 2  Poetry  - 3rd: Sophie Mason; 
Mention Honorable: Georgia Belgre;  Listening Comprehension - Mention Honorable: Sophie Mason.  
LEVEL 3  Poetry - 1st: Joey Lyons; Hors Concours: Magali Rakotondrabe; Conversation - 1st: Tess Harkin;   2nd: 
Ruby Brookes; Mention Honourable Hors Concours: Magali Rakotondrabe; Poetry – Mention Honorable: Sarah 
Dengel; Listening Comprehension – 1st: Tessa Harkin; 3rd: Ruby Brookes; Mention Honorable: Cleo Dudgeon, 
Neve Buttermore; Mention Honorable Hors Concours: Magali Rakotondrabe. Well done, participants!

Back: Magali Rakotondrabe, Tess Harkin, Neve Buttermore and 
Cleo Dudgeon, Front: Sophie Mason and Summer Kirke
Inset: Joey Lyons

During Term 2, the VET Certificate II in Tourism Class visited Phil Exton, owner of Tasmanian Mountain Bike 
Adventures. TasMBA offers small group tours and shuttles to Tasmania’s world renowned trails. These include Blue 

Derby, Hollybank, Meehan Range, Mt Wellington, 
the rugged West Coast and the Maydena MTB Park, 
as well as custom-ordered MTB Tours on request. 
Phil’s excellent presentation entertained the class for 
nearly two hours as he spoke about what it takes to 
establish and run a new tourism adventure business 
in Tasmania. He shared the many lessons he learned 
in starting a business, along with the highlights and 
the difficulties he encountered along the way in 
order to create this successful lifestyle company. It 
was a terrific opportunity for the VET students to 

hear first-hand about running a business and is another great example of the hands-on, practical skills that 
students can learn by studying a VET course here at Hobart College.

VET  TOURISM
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NAIDOC WEEK - VOICE, TREATY, TRUTH 

At the end of Term 2, the Hobart College Sustainability Learning Centre (SLC) 
hosted 300 early years students from Rokeby, Lansdowne Crescent, Risdon 
Vale, Mt Nelson, New Town and Rosetta Primary schools at part of the annual  
NAIDOC week celebrations. 
In conjunction with NITA Education, students were involved in the ‘Let’s work 
together for a shared future’ program led by Aboriginal Sharers of Knowledge 
who facilitated a range of fun, interesting and lively activities. These included 
story telling, clay modelling, dance, twining, and some tasting of kunzea-
infused wallaby and mutton bird. Aboriginal students from Hobart College 
and students from the VET Children’s Services program were on hand to 
participate and provide support.

Above: Maison Channavy, Izak Hughes 
and Nayda Smith

Below: Nayda Smith twining with a student

Past student, Tara Gordon, Traineeship with Goodstart Early Learning Centre

In her first year at Hobart College, Tara enrolled in Certificate II Vocational Pathways specifically to gain the 
three ticks for her TCE. She was already working casually at Great Escape Play Centre in Kingston so it wasn’t 
necessary for her to complete a work placement that year. As part of her program in Year 12 she enrolled in the 
versatile Certificate 2 of Community Services course as she knew she would have a variety of pathways to choose 
from (Disability, Aged Care and Child Care). Tara specifically chose early education and care and completed a 
work placement at Mountain View Child Care Centre in Kingston. 
This extended her knowledge of how different organisations were 
managed and staffed. 

Upon successful completion of her Certificate course, Tara was 
recommended by her teacher, Katrina Mason, to apply for a 
traineeship. The training organisation AFL Sports Ready Tasmania 
and Goodstart Early Learning were interviewing indigenous students 
for a traineeship in a Certificate 3 in Children’s Services (Early 
Childhood Education and Care), based at one of the Tasmanian 
Goodstart centres. Tara went thorugh the application process and 
was successful in gaining the traineeship at Goodstart Early Learning 
in Blackmans Bay. Currently this involves working three full days at 
the centre and soon she will be doing one day of theory at TasTAFE.  
Centre Director, Emma Callanan, speaks very highly of Tara and is 
impressed with her work ethic. 

Tara is convinced that had she not done the Certificate courses at 
College she wouldn’t be where she is today. Tara has not discounted 
University sometime in the future because she plans to do the 
Diploma of Children’s Services (Early Education and Care) which 
could articulate to UTAS for a Degree course if she chooses. 

Tara has a genuine passion for working with children and she is incredibly inspirational and motivated. Through 
hard work, determination and a disciplined mindset to succeed, she has the privilege of working in a stimulating 
and very supportive environment.  This is very impressive for an 18 year old who has not been long out of college. 
Well done, Tara!

 VET FOCUS SPOT -  WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
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HOME GROUP ENRICHMENT 
The annual Enrichment morning offered through our 
Home Group program gives students an opportunity 
to participate in a range of fun and challenging activities, 
both on and off campus. This year they included tie 
dying, special FX and makeup for stage and screen, board 
games, making glass jewellery or hand forged silver rings, 
RSA, diversity tee-shirts, and beeswax wraps. There 
were visits to UTAS, MONA, the Courts, as well as op 
shopping, rock climbing, archery, skating and bowling. 
Students loved participating in things that are different 
than ‘normal’ classes. A big thank you to the organisers, 
Lou Christie and Jaclyn Jolly, Home Group coordinators.
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Hobart College’s annual Home Group Quiz, held in the first week of Term 3, was another great occasion where 
students came together in Home Group teams to compete against each other for the coveted HC HG Quiz 
Champions title. Ellen Rees was our entertaining MC and students were challenged with a range of questions 
including TV theme songs, movie memes, first and lasts, and cartoon characters. The winning team was Wayne 
Brookes’ HG23 Le Rat, and runners up were Jack Robert-Tissot’s HG22 Attack Crabs. Well done to all teams!

HOME GROUP QUIZ

During Term 2, students had the opportunity to speak 
with visitors to the College who represented more than 
25 various agencies and employment services as part of 
our annual ‘Careers Expo’. It was an excellent chance for 
students to get firsthand knowledge from people working 
in industry and find out the requirements for study, work 
experience and pathway options. Popular choices included 
AFL Sportsready, Back in Motion Physiotherapy, Cooper 
Screen Academy, Defence Force Recruiting, Foundry, 
Lattitude Volunteering, and Par Avion Flight Training. 
We thank all those organisations who came and set up 
displays, gave formal presentations to large groups and 
spoke with individual students throughout the session. 
Thanks to Kate Dewar for her organisation of the event.

CAREERS EXPO

HOME GROUP  TALENT QUEST
The annual Talent Quest was held during Home 
Group at the end of Term 2. Eleven brave musical 
acts strutted their stuff on the Red Square to a large 
and appreciative audience. Sorin Vanzino took out 
first place performing an original song. Tom Cross 
came second and Angel Wong took third place. 
Julian Morgan’s fast-paced rap was a crowd pleaser 
and Tom Cross was awarded the People’s Choice 
award. Well done to all the performers and a special 
thanks to our judges, Anna, Hannah and Matt!
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TUCKWELL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
A huge congratulations to our own Barney Russell, Year 12, for securing a coveted 
Tuckwell Scholarship for 2020. Worth $125,000, Barney was the only Tasmanian out of 
the 25 students from around Australia who received this scholarship, from a pool of 690 
applicants. What a marvellous achievement for a genuinely well-deserving student! Barney 
is hoping to pursue his interest in sciences and maths through studying an Engineering 
degree. We wish Barney all the very best as he heads off to Canberra to take up his place 
at the Australian National University (ANU) early next year. 

Max Cross was one of only 24 students selected from over 300 
applicants from around Australia to attend the seven week IMAS  
Marine Biology course run earlier this year. Max applied because 
marine biology has always been an interest of his and the course 
offered a great way to gain more experience in fieldwork sampling 
and data analysis, as well as giving an indication of what studying 
marine biology at UTAS would be like. The course included a five day 
field trip to Maria Island, as well as an assessed presentation at the 
IMAS Waterfront Building in Salamanca. Max has been diving all his 
life and really enjoyed the opportunity to dive and research on one of 
Tasmania’s finest temperate reefs. He made lots of new friends and 

was glad to have the opportunity to meet so many people with similar interests. The course is open to Year 11 
and 12 students and counts as a 1st year UTAS unit, as well as attracting points towards the TCE. Great job, Max!

MAX’S AMAZING MARINE EXPERIENCE

INTERNATIONAL HONOURS IN SCIENCE
Imogen Viner, a Year 11 student, continues to break new ground in the STEM ‘space’, being 
recently selected to represent Australia at the International Earth and Environmental 
Science Olympiad (IESO) in South Korea in August. IESO is the most demanding 
secondary school competition for earth and environmental science in the world and 
Imogen is the first Tasmanian student selected in 21 years. What an outstanding honour!  
Imogen has been through a rigorous process of testing and short-listing for over a year 
to be selected. She attended a winter training camp in the July holidays to prepare for 
the competition. We wish Imogen all the very best as she participates in this amazing 
opportunity, and look forward to sharing an update of her adventures and results in the 
next newsletter.

Right: Imogen at the Blazer Ceremony held at Parliament House, Canberra.

Term 2 saw the introduction of our STEM Ambassador program, fondly known to its members as STEM Club. A 
group of enthusiastic and passionate students meet every Tuesday afternoon from 2.30 – 4.00pm. In Term 2 we 
focussed on developing a cohesive core group by participating in teacher-led 
activities. Several staff members have been involved depending on the nature 
of the activity and expertise required. Activities have included a session 

with the school’s Virtual Reality 
equipment, a guest speaker on 
how to get the most out of our 
telescope, an opportunity to fly 
the school drone, experiments 
in molecular gastronomy, an 
afternoon in the physics lab, 
the science of wine making, 
and a tour of the Sustainability 

Learning Centre. In Term 3, STEM club students will run activities for the 
rest of the student body. All activities are advertised to the whole school 
on the Daily Information Sheets and all students are welcome to participate 
in any activity they might find interesting. So, come along and be inspired! 
For more information, please contact Marjorie Morgan, A/AST Science/STEM at marjorie.morgan@education.
tas.gov.au

STEM CLUB
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GUEST SPEAKERS IN STEM
During Terms 2 and 3, our College is continuing to host a range of guest speakers who work in STEM fields. This 
is part of the ‘Careers in STEM’ guest speaker series that has been running throughout the year in the Science 
and Maths department in E Block.

We were thrilled to recently host the 2019 RACI Youth Lecturer, Dr Alice Motion. Alice gave a fascinating talk 
that celebrated the International Year of the Periodic Table, one of the most useful tools of chemistry and the 
other sciences. Dr Motion shared many interesting stories about the elements. Who knew that most of the 
elements on the periodic table are metals, or that Hydrogen is the lightest element with its atomic weight being 
1 and that is why it is be found in the top left corner of the table? 
We also hosted Dr Simon Grove, Senior Curator of Invertebrate Zoology at the Tasmanian Museum, and Dr 
Mary-Anne Lee, Associate Professor in Ecology and Biodiversity at IMAS. Both presenters talked about their 
pathways after they finished school, their careers in STEM, and answered many questions from our students. 
Keep an eye out for more ‘Careers in STEM’ speakers in Term 3 and have a chat with Marjorie Morgan or one 
of the Science teachers for more information. 

Above: Dr Simon Grove sharing his research about deep sea reefs and one 
of the wonderful creatures brought up from the depths! 
Right: Dr Alice Motion, speaking about the wonderful world of the Periodic 
Table to attentive listeners.

Top: Team 10 Kinds of People - Rowan Barnes, Barney Russell and 
Taylor Wishart, who came 37th; 
Right: Team Matt Black - Matthew McKeown, Xavier Lim and Joey 
Nicholas, who came 85th;
Far right: Team Null - Imogen Viner, Ella Lord and Jack Rodden 
(absent), who came 90th.

In June, three teams of Hobart College students participated in the online UNSW 
Programming Competition called ProgComp. All three ended up in the top 50% 
of the 181 teams that competed across Australia. Team “10 Kinds of People” was 
one of only four teams that fully completed the second hardest question. The 
goal of ProgComp is to solve as many of the given programming challenges as 
possible in a two hour period, working in a team of up to three students. Teams 
are permitted to use any programming language they wish, and the challenges 
range in difficulty 

from fairly demanding to incredibly hard.

WELL DONE, PROG COMPERS! 

 
 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch Tutorial 
Session 

12.15 – 12.50pm 
Lunch 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Physics 
Maths Methods 4 
Maths Specialised 

 

Lunch 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Physics 
Maths Methods 3 
Maths Methods 4 

 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Chemistry 
General Maths 3 
Maths Methods 3 

 

Period 4 Tutorial 
Session 

2.30 – 4.00pm 
 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Physics 
Chemistry 

Enviro. Science 
General Maths 3 
Maths Methods 3 
Maths Methods 4 
Maths Specialised 

5 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Physics 
Chemistry 

Biology (2.45-3.15) 
General Maths 3 
Maths Methods 3 
Maths Methods 4 

 

Tutorial 
Physical Sciences 

Physics 
Biology (2.30-3.45) 
Maths Methods 3 
Maths Methods 4 
Maths Specialised 

 

 

MATHS AND SCIENCE TUTORIAL SCHEDULE 
Tutorials are held every 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday at the times listed 
in E Block, Level 3. 

Bring your lunch and get 
help with homework, 
assignments and test 
preparation.

Students in Level 2 
Maths and Science 
classes are welcome at 
all tutorial sessions.
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UTAS RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY

Payment are now overdue

If you are experiencing difficulties with payment 
please contact the College Office to discuss your 
individual situation.

Payment Options:

•	 BPay (School Invoices)
•	 Service Tasmania Shops (School Invoices)
•	 Credit Card over the phone (6220 3133)
•	 In person at the College – EFTPOS, cash or 

cheque (made payable to Hobart College)

LEVIES & ADDITIONAL CHARGES

Are you aged 10 to 17 years old? Would you like to take part in a research study looking 
at how young people think, problem-solve, and act at home and at school? 
University of Tasmania Psychology Honours students Katie McBain and Natalie Ling 
(supervised by Associate Professor Nenagh Kemp and Dr Kimberley Norris) are running 
a study looking at skills in young people who were born prematurely, as well as those 
who were born “on time”. 
If you want to take part (with your parents’ permission!), you would go to the University 
for one session of 1- 1.5 hours and do some face-to-face tasks with the researchers, as 
well as you and your parent filling in some questionnaires about how you think and act at home and at school. 
To  learn more, please email nenagh.kemp@utas.edu (phone 6226 7534) or kimberley.norris@utas.edu.au  
phone 6226 7199). We’d love to hear from you! (UTAS Ethics no. H18018)

FREE PLAY & LEARN SESSIONS

INTERNATIONAL MUD DAY

It was International Mud Day on 29 June. The Working 
with Children class went to the Sustainability 
Learning Centre to assist the Prep/Kinder children 
from Mt Nelson and Goulburn Street Primary 
Schools to explore a range of mud activities. They 
participated in mud painting, a mud kitchen, making 
mud animals and a mud bath. A dirty, but fun day!

The Working with Children 
class needs your children!

Children aged 5 and under are very welcome!
Come along with a friend and have a break 

while we care for your children.
For planning purposes bookings are preferred.

Sessions will be in D Block at Hobart College

Fridays, 9.00 – 10.30am
August: 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th
September: 13th, 20th and 27th

For more information contact Sheryl Scott
Phone: 62203493

Email:  Sheryl.scott@education.tas.gov.au
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TENNIS CHAMPION

WATER POLO STATE REP 

Congratulations to Hannah Shears (pictured above) 
who represented Tasmania at the U/18 National 
Tennis Championships and the Pizzey Cup recently 
held in Adelaide. The event comprised of both an 
individual and team event and was a great opportunity 
to play against the best up-and-coming players in 
Australia. We look forward to hearing more about 
Hannah’s achievements!

RISING TENNIS STAR
Sam Edgar, Year 11 (pictured right) has 
recently attended Tennis Australia’s 
training camp and competition in 
Adelaide as part of the National 
Academy Program for Tasmanian 
and South Australian players. This 
is a fabulous opportunity for Sam 
to hone his skills as he trains and 
competes on clay with the best players from these states.

NTC SOCCER TEAM REPS

Well done to Hobart College girls Erika Mackintosh, Niah 
Hennekam, Mia Cane, Christabelle Moore, and Airlee 
Lawson who formed part of the U17 State Squad playing 
soccer at the National Training Centre’s Challenge for 
Girls at the Australian Institute of  Sport in Canberra 
in July. This tournament, part of Football Federation 
Australia, is an excellent opportunity for players to 
showcase their talents against other states around 
Australia in front of Junior, Young and Matildas National 
Team staff. We wish them all the best as they compete!

Congratulations to Alisha Brocklesby who was 
chosen to represent Tasmania with the U18 State 
Team for Girls Water 
Polo at the National 
Championships that 
were held in Sydney 
during the July  school 
holidays. Alisha has 
been playing since 
Grade 8 and has 
participated in a range 
of competitive events 
at various levels, both local, state and national. Well 
done, Alisha!

WATER POLO

The Hobart College Boys and Girls Waterpolo teams recently completed a successful season of the College 
Competition held on Friday evenings at the Aquatic Centre. The Boys lost the semi-final to Friends, 7-9 points, 
in a very close fought game. The Girls unfortunately lost to GYC, 5-1, in the Grand Final Game. Many thanks to 
Grainne Brocklesby (Girls’ Coach), John Klonaris, (Boys’ Coach), and teacher Bob Schlesinger (Team Manager) 
for their hard work and dedication, and congratulations to all students for their commitment.

Back: Jacques Stevenson, Theo Ives, Ferg Cameron-Sharpe, Aiden Black, 
Angus Whittington, Will Plumb, Ben Fulton, John Klonaris (Coach)           
Front: Sam Russell, Christos Klonaris, Henry Hurd

Back: Jacqueline Donnelly, Emma Stalker, Erin Fudge, Sidney Hayes, 
Ilia Beeson, Caitlin Gorringe (RC). Front: Madeleine Hayes, Ella May, 
Alisha Brocklesby. Absent: Stella Gibson, Caity Barrett.



IMPORTANT DATES FOR HOBART COLLEGE
 

Aug 22          Parent Teacher Evening, 4.00 - 7.00pm
Aug 27       College Association Meeting, 5.30pm
Sept 5                  Out of Area Enrolments, 3.30 - 7.00pm
Sept 6         Teachers Moderation Day (study at home day for students)
Sept 11 and 18        Year 11 into 12 Enrolments in Home Group
Sept 18         Market Day
Sept 25         ‘Freedom Wheels’ College Lap     
Sept 27         Term 3 ends
Oct 14   Term 4 begins

Olinda Grove MOUNT NELSON Tasmania 7007
GPO Box 1188 HOBART Tasmania 7001
Telephone (03) 6220 3133
Facsimile (03) 6220 3140
Email: hobart.college@education.tas.gov.au
Website:

HOBART COLLEGE

https://hobartcollege.education.tas.edu.au

Staying in Education: Increased 
Minimum Education & Training 
Leaving Requirements from 2020

Tasmanian students are staying in education and training for longer, assisting them to achieve a qualification that 
significantly improves their life chances and choices. The progress made over the last four years is clear from the 
research from the Tasmanian Education Retention and Attainment data.

The changes made by the Education Act 2016 will help us to keep improving, with increased minimum education 
and training requirements to apply for students who are in Years 11 and 12 in 2020 (and students in earlier school 
years). This change will apply to students who are currently in Year 10 in 2019 and support the growing community 
expectation that education does not end in Year 10 – in fact, Years 11 and 12 are two of the most important years of 
school. They might be a student’s last years at a school but they are the first steps into their future.

Times have changed and the vast majority of today’s jobs require a Year 12 or higher qualification. Employers are 
looking for people who are able to show they are flexible, adaptable and willing to learn new things. What young 
people need to complete their education is not a ‘one-size fits all’ solution. The new education and training leaving 
requirements recognise the need to have an option for everyone. High school students should talk to their teachers 
about their options and what will best suit their needs. This will help them make informed choices about what will 
work for them. Education and training participation pathways may include:
•     senior secondary study at a college or a school offering Years 11 and 12, or being home educated
•     undertaking vocational education and training (VET), including through a registered training organisation, a                 
      Trade Training Centre or an apprenticeship or traineeship, including an Australian School-based Apprenticeship

In certain circumstances, a young person may be eligible for an exemption, including where they have secured full-time 
employment (35 hours a week). 

It’s not always easy to stay in school – but anything can happen when you finish school.


